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aimlessness, is the " Dichtung und Wahrhelt " of Its
author's life. Kellet is himself the young Heinrich
Lee, whose green clothes, cut down out of his father's
uniforms, are the occasion of his sobriquet. It is his
own childhood in the great beehive of a house in the
Zurich Rindermarkt which he describes with such
irresistible charm in the first volume of the work.
The changes he has made are not great, and are to be
regarded rather as a veil drawn over reality than as an
attempt to falsify it in the interests of a more engaging
fiction. Keller's father, who died in 1824 at the age
of thirty-three, was, for instance, a turner and wood-
carver, while his hero's is a builder; his grandfather
was a surgeon in Glattfelden, not a pastor. Keller
did not grow up, like his Heinrich, alone; he had
a sister, Regula, who in later life kept house for him.
But all the child's early school experiences and
spiritual development are real. Occasional echoes of
Goethe's autobiography are to be heard, as in the
description of the milieu and, notably, of Heinrich's
incipient interest in the theatre. There is perhaps
a memory of George Sand's biography where young
Heinrich's religious sense begins to awaken, or of
Rousseau's Confessions; indeed, the author accused
himself in later life of having taken over something of
Rousseau's " konfessioneller Herbigkeit" ; but I
cannot think that there is much of Rousseau i&Dergmne
Heinrich. If we are to look for a definite prototype
of the kind of story which Keller planned, it might be
found in Balzac's Le chef d'oeuvre inconnuy which he
read with approval in i838.x But the German
Romantic tradition is paramount. An Eichendorffian
lyricism lies over the delightful description of Hein-
rich's native village, with even a distinct echo of the
Taugenichts when Heinrich sets out into the great
world; and there is an occasional intrusion of old-
fashioned Romantic fantastry, as in the stories of
1 E. Ermatingcr,  Gottfried Kellers Leben,  Briefs und Tagebueher.    Auf
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